"Development of Pacing, Electrophysiology and Defibrillation in India" multiprogrammable pacemaker was implanted on June 6 th , 1995 at Ramakrishna Mission Seva Pratishthan, Calcutta. At present single lead VDD pacemakers, multiprogrammable DDD pacemakers (Figures 1-3 ) and single chamber pacing system analyzers are also being manufactured by Shree Pacetronix and they continue to be the only pacemaker manufacturer in India. 
Research Activities in Electrophysiology
Newer insights in the field of atrial fibrillation in rheumatic heart disease have been obtained by electrophysiological studies from the country. Atrial disease due to rheumatic carditis is an important parameter, in addition to valvular involvement in the genesis of atrial fibrillation. Multiple substrates for atrial fibrillation are present in these cases, namely: stretch, fibrosis, raised pressures, increased atrial size and increased anisotropy. Atrial fibrillation in rheumatic heart disease is generally of long duration and affects a younger population. Control of Rate versus Rhythm in Rheumatic Atrial Fibrillation Trial -'CRRAFT' conducted at Mumbai has documented the effectiveness of amiodarone in the treatment of rheumatic atrial fibrillation. 14 Mapping and successful RF ablation of flutter circuits seen at initiation after cardioversion of rheumatic atrial fibrillation has been achieved. 15 
Surgical RF Pulmonary Vein Isolation for Rheumatic Atrial Fibrillation
Surgical RF pulmonary vein isolation using Thermaline Multi-Electrode Catheter [EP Technologies] has been done in 27 patients with rheumatic atrial fibrillation of more than one year duration. Lesions were as follows: bilateral pulmonary vein isolation, isolation of the left atrial appendage and connection lesion between left atrial appendage and pulmonary veins. 
